Thesis Statement Mad Libs

In your timed-writing responses, do not parrot the prompt. Your reader will cringe, sigh, and question whether Salieri really was the Patron Saint of Mediocrity because the reader holds evidence to the contrary in hand. You are obligated to address all aspects of the prompt, but you need to do so meaningfully—which means you need to elaborate. Instead of parroting, craft an interesting mad lib response, which not only provides necessary information, but seduces the reader into believing you are not only interesting but insightful as well.


1979 Prompt
Choose a complex and important character in a novel or a play of recognized literary merit who might, on the basis of the character’s actions alone, be considered evil or immoral. In a well-organized essay, explain both how and why the full presentation of the character in the work makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might. Avoid plot summary.


Parrot Prompt Response
Jay Gatsby is highly immoral in The Great Gatsby, yet Fitzgerald makes him sympathetic.


Mad Lib Response

In _________________________________’s __________________________  _______________________________,
	(author)				(genre)		(title)

the character ____________________________ is _______________________________________ for 
			(name)	          (some synonym for evil/immoral)

his/her _______________________________________________________________________________________;
			(explain immoral/evil behavior)

however, he/she is developed more sympathetically when/through/because of _____


________________________________________________________________________________________________.


1980 Prompt
A recurring theme in literature is the classic war between passion and responsibility. For instance, a personal cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to redress a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict with a moral duty. Choose a literary work in which a character confronts the demands of a private passion that conflicts with his or her responsibilities. In a well-written essay show clearly the nature of the conflict, its effects on the character, and its significance to the work. Avoid plot summary.


Parrot Prompt Response
In The Scarlet Letter, Hester undergoes a “classic war between passion and responsibility.” Her private passion conflicts with her responsibility.


Mad Lib Prompt Response

In _______________________________’s ________________________ ___________________________________,
	(author)			(genre)			(title)

the character _________________________________’s passion for ________________________________
			(name)					

_______________________ conflicts directly with _______________________________________________


____________________________________________, ultimately resulting in _________________________


________________________________________________________________ and showing/revealing that
	(effects on character)

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
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